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: HOMEOWNERS'ASSOCIATION

August 10, 2025
To the Mayor & Commissioners, City of Rehoboth Beach:

On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Rehoboth Beach Homeowners’ Association
(RBHA), I am sending this letter for the record of the Public Hearing set for August 15
regarding a property owner’s proposal to buy a piece of City parkland.

RBHA opposes the sale of this land.

While no formal presentation has yet been given to the public, we understand from the brief
discussion at the July 18 Commissioners meeting that the proposal has been made
because the owner wants to make his lot into a conforming 5000 square foot lot. We also
understand that discussions among the Mayor & Commissioners have been in executive
session and thus, confidential.

We look forward to hearing more at the public hearing, but we cannot imagine a scenario
where it would make sense to sell this small piece of parkland. It supports wildlife and,
according to the City Arborist report dated August 5, the parcel contains large healthy
trees. Green space is a precious commodity in the City, and one that defines the very
beauty and character of the City. Every Comprehensive Development Plan the City has
adopted has emphasized the importance of preserving green space and our tree canopy.
This is not the time to reverse course by selling land for private development.

There have been several proposals over the years to sell or develop City parkland,
stretching back many years. Fortunately, all were defeated. Voting No on this proposal will
give you an opportunity to reaffirm once again the City’s commitment to maintaining its
parkland. Please do not change the long history of open space preservation in the City by
setting a new precedent with this proposed sale.

Thank you for holding the public hearing.
Sincerely,

Susan

Susan Gay, President
Rehoboth Beach Homeowners’ Association



