
So much happening with RBHA this year. At our annual meeting in October, held via 
Zoom this year, we reviewed all our projects and activities we have been involved 
with. We kicked off the spring season with a membership meeting with Mayor Mills, 
where many of your questions were discussed by the Mayor. In July we joined Camp 
Rehoboth in sponsoring our annual Candidate Forum, which this year included four 
candidates for Board of Commissioner positions. We followed up that streamed 
meeting with a special candidate newsletter. Then on a beautiful fall day in Septem-
ber we hosted my favorite event, the fall picnic. This year we had a terrific turnout 
and everyone had a great time with neighbors and friends. The highlight of the picnic 
was a very special Proclamation by Mayor Mills, acknowledging RBHA and our 50 
years in serving the City of Rehoboth Beach. A full copy of the Proclamation is        
included in this newsletter.  In October, we held our fall meeting via Zoom, with City 
Manager Sharon Lynn and our new City Planner, Tom West. Both gave super       
overviews of what we have seen in 2021, and what we might see in 2022. This 
meeting was taped (yes, I’m that old that I still say taped), and is available to view on 
our website, RBHome.org.   

In between events, our Board and volunteers have kept busy. This Spring, our Safety 
Subcommittee produced a beautiful full color bicycle safety brochure,  complete with 
a map of Rehoboth Beach streets. We distributed over 8000 copies, and it was well 
received by City businesses and guests. 

We also continued our tradition of offering financial support to those nonprofits  
who serve our City. We are happy to have made donations to Rehoboth Library 
Friends, Camp Rehoboth, RB Volunteer Fire Company, NDSS Boardwalk Buddy Walk, 
RB Historical Society, and Rehoboth in Bloom. 

However, the year is not over yet. As we write this newsletter, we are preparing              
appreciation gift bags for all City employees, including a lunch certificate to Coho’s 
market, as our way of thanking our hard working employees for all they do all year 
long. We are also looking forward to participating with our friends at Downtown 
Main Street in Wreaths Across America, a program designed to honor our local      
veterans with gravesite wreaths. (More on this inside this newsletter.)  We have   
also been invited to participate  in the annual  Main Street Community  Unity dinner 
held each year in early December. Look for your invite very soon ! 

We board members and volunteers love what we do, but we could use your help to 
do even more. Please consider volunteering whatever talents or time you are able to 
offer. We have a new volunteer application on our website.  

As I end this letter, I would like to wish all our members and friends a very happy and 
peaceful holiday season. Looking forward to seeing you all about town! 
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Commissioners Corner By City Commissioner Ed Chrzanowski 

County Outfall Capacity Proposal 
 

Sussex County made a proposal to 
procure a portion of the city’s excess 
ocean outfall capacity for treated 
wastewater. The county proposed to 
purchase 2/5 of the city’s Department 
of Natural Resources and Environ-
mental Control-permitted waste load 
allocation to pump up to 2 million 
gallons/day of outfall capacity.   
 

The county proposed a one-time   
payment of $7.6 million, which could 
be used to minimize future City of 
Rehoboth Beach wastewater rate  
increases. To pay for improvements 
underway at the city’s wastewater 
treatment facility, rates increased 
sharply in 2020 and are scheduled to 
increase another 60% beginning in 
2024. 
The City of Rehoboth Beach and    
Sussex County currently have a      
renewable 25-year agreement,      
approved in 2017, for the county to 
utilize 42% of the city’s wastewater 
treatment facility and to cover an 
equal portion of capital improvement 
costs at the facility. 
The county expressed interest in 
coming to an agreement about 
shared outfall capacity within the 
next few months, but the agreement 
would not be implemented until 4-5 
years in the future, while the county 
seeks the necessary permits and   
constructs a pipeline. 
The Board of Commissioners will  

continue to discuss this proposal and 

seek input from residents during a 

special meeting on November 15th. 

Outdoor Dining 
The outdoor dining permits on public 
space ended on October 31, 2021.  
The Mayor and Commissioners will 
continue discussion about outdoor 
dining for the future in the coming 
months.  However, I do not believe 
there is much appetite to bring back 
the orange barriers for pedestrian 
walkways.  Stay tuned. 

Changes to Refuse, Yard Waste and Recycling Services 
 
The city staff is recommending certain fee and operational changes: 
• Change twice-a-week pickup of refuse annual end date from         

November 30th to October 31st. 
• Change free bulk pickup from the last week of April/first week of 

May to the first two weeks of April.             
• Change yard waste container and bag collection from 1st, 3rd, and 

5th Wednesdays to every other Wednesday. 
• Change Monday through Friday loose leave pickup to southside of 

Rehoboth on Thursdays and northside of Rehoboth on Fridays. 
• Update fee to consumers to charge going rate for yard waste con-

tainer. 
• All trash cans must have a tipping mechanism effective July 2022. 
• Change yearly trash billing to quarterly effective July 2022. 
Since the Recycling program was initiated, the costs have always been 
completely absorbed by the city in the general operating fund. In April 
of this year, Blue Hen was the only bidder for our contract renewal and 
increased their rates significantly.  In turn, the city staff has                 
recommended that those costs now be passed on to the homeowners.    
The operational changes and yard waste container fee will be voted on 
during the November 19th regular commissioners meeting at 2 pm.   
The recycling fee proposal will continue to be discussed on December 
6, 2021, at 9 am. 

City Committee Changes 
The city sunset the Bandstand/
Convention Hall/Special Events 
Committee and Parking Task Force.  
Any parking related issues or topics 
will be discussed in the Streets and 
Transportation Committee.  Com-
missioner Tim Bennett now Chairs 
the Animal Issues Committee; he 
can be reached at tben-
nett@cityofrehoboth.com.  Com-
missioner Edward Chrzanowski now 
Chairs the Environment Committee, 
Streets and Transportation Com-
mittee, and serves as the City Liai-
son for the Senior Center; he can be 
reached at 
echrzanowki@cityofrehoboth.com. 

City Budget 
In October, City Manager Sharon Lynn 
reported that General Fund revenue in-
creased by $3.96 million from the same 
April-August 2020 time period. Increases 
from the prior year included the following 
major categories: Property Transfer Tax 
($151 thousand), Building Permits and 
Appeals ($132.7 thousand), Parking reve-
nue sources ($1.97 million), Sale of Prop-
erty ($1.68 million), and Hotel Accommo-
dation Tax ($572 thousand). Grant reve-
nue declined by $320 thousand but this 
may be timing related. In the Sale of 
Property category, the net sale proceeds 
from the sale of 84 Kent St. were 
$1,069,000. 

Mark your calendars 
 

Toy donation boxes in City Hall through December 18th. 
Tree Lighting at the Bandstand Friday, November 26th at 6:30 pm. 
RBMS Community Unity Dinner Sunday, December 5th from 4:30 – 7:30 pm. 
RBVFD Hometown Christmas Parade Monday, December 6th at 6 pm. 

Note: Commissioner Chrzanowski has served on the BOC since 2019, 
and is a long time RBHA member.  
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A Little Nostalgia and a Lesson in History by Sharon Sherwood 

Paul Lovett at the 2021 RBHA Picnic 

I recently discovered that my               
stepfather’s parents used to enjoy   
camping at Grove Park, originally known 
as Shaw Park Tourist Camp. This was  
before they purchased a home on       
Baltimore Avenue in the 1950s. I still 
walk past that house, which has           
essentially remained unchanged, and 
reflect on days spent at the beach and 
summer jobs at Dentino’s Gift Shop, 
Toni’s Surf and Sand, Nicola Pizza and 
The Avenue Restaurant. If you remember 
any of those places, then you have dated 
yourself right along with me! 
 

Those memories, however, pale in    
comparison to the nostalgic journey I 
enjoyed with Rehoboth Historian Paul 
Lovett this past weekend. Our              
conversation began with the Shaw Park 
Tourist Camp, where for decades my  
relatives and possibly yours would camp, 
fish, swim and crab along the canal. We 
know the park today as Grove Park but in 
1920 Benjamin F. Shaw led the initiative 
to have the City of Rehoboth Beach    
dedicate the shaded grove tree half acre 
parcel, as a campground. Shaw paid for 
the clearing of underbrush, added picnic 
tables and later other facilities to the 
grounds. It was the dawning age of the 
automobile and a listing in the 1924 
booklet of National Automobile Parks 
attracted people from around the    
country to the free camp site. The city 
soon touted the park as an important 
attraction and enhanced the area with a 
dance pavilion, a canal boat dock and 
even three wells for drinking water.   
Benjamin F. Shaw’s vision was a success 
and was marked by a ceremonial        
dedication in 1926. 
 

Paul’s enthusiasm for Rehoboth history is 
contagious. As he flipped through       
photographs of the park with Model Ts 
parked in the tree lines I could envision 
the old canvas tents staked to the ground 
and music playing into the evening after 
a day of salt and sand. The history truly 
came to life when we walked into the 
Main Street building where Paul displays 
a  detailed diorama of Rehoboth Avenue 
during the Railroad Era. The project, still 
in development, instantly sweeps you 

into the past.   
Photographs from 
the 1920s and 30s 
line the walls and 
as your eyes take 
in the women 
dressed in long 
white dresses 
strolling arm in 
arm with their well
-attired partners 
along the sandy, 
even pastoral 
streets of the city, 
you are drawn into 
the diorama. The 
old Truitt Ice and 
Power Plant that once stood in the first 
block of Rehoboth Avenue has a working 
chimney whose puffs of smoke whirl over 
the  miniature wagons loading ice blocks 
onto the rail cars. Truitt’s merry-go-
round is just a house away and the      
Casino (Belhaven) Hotel sits at the corner 
of the boardwalk and the avenue. The 
Horn Pavilion extends out into the ocean 
and life-like figures mingle in the street 
and on the boards. Where we have for 
decades enjoyed Dolle’s popcorn, there 
once was a massive beachfront cottage, 
built by the lumber baron R. T. Waters, 
with pasture and  stables for his horses.     
Waters later gave the property to the 
Baltimore YWCA, who used the facility 
for decades. As we continued our walk 
down the Rehoboth Avenue diorama, I 
began to recognize some of the           
architecture that has managed to      
withstand a hundred years of storms, 
growth and pressure to change. 
 

The conversation shifted back to         
Benjamin F. Shaw when we reached the 
summer cottage of Richard and James 
Beebe. Shaw was a neighbor of the 
Beebe’s and in 1920 he financed the  
construction of the first Beebe Hospital 
in Lewes. Shaw had made his fortune in 
the early 1900s by providing steam pip-
ing systems to companies and              
municipalities throughout the United 
States and in his retirement years 
brought his managerial skills to Rehoboth 
Beach. He served 11 years as a city           
commissioner and was instrumental in 

the establishment of the city’s  water 
system. He also played a major role in 
bringing the city back to life after the 
devastating storm of 1914 that destroyed 
Horn’s Pavilion and the boardwalk itself. 
Shaw, in partnership with the Red Cross, 
also began the Rehoboth Beach patrol 
with just two lifeguards.  Benjamin F. 
Shaw was a prominent and benevolent 
figure whose civic and philanthropic 
works spanned the state of  Delaware. 
 

You can find Shaw’s name on Beebe  
Hospital even today, but it has all but 
faded from the streets of the City of   
Rehoboth Beach. In the 1990s the city 
stopped leasing to campers in Shaw Park 
and as it slowly transitioned to a tot lot 
and picnic area the grove trees          
overshadowed the decades of Shaw’s 
imprint on the city and his name faded 
away. Perhaps it is time to restore a little 
history and give back to Shaw the park 
he so generously gifted to us those many 
years ago. History is important and there 
are still those who can turn the pages of 
an old photo album and recall stories of 
times happily spent in Shaw Park. I am 
one of them.  
 
For additional Rehoboth History and a walk 

along the Rehoboth Avenue diorama visit 

www.goldenageofrehoboth 
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FALL PICNIC 2021 



  The last 18 months have seen some dramatic changes in real estate, both nationally and 

here within the city limits of Rehoboth Beach.  As details of the pandemic first began 

emerging, real estate sales came to a halt for several weeks. When it appeared that working remotely, attending school 

virtually and the inability to gather in any groups that included dining out or attending events was going to be with us 

for a while, the market suddenly exploded. Many homeowners and buyers seemed to decide all at once they wanted to 

leave their urban homes and find refuge in smaller, less populated areas like Rehoboth Beach.  Slowly buyers, sellers 

and Realtors adapted to new protocols for showing properties that included masks, gloves, cleaning of all surfaces 

touched within a home and often virtual showings.    We had many more buyers than sellers and we have been               

experiencing a sellers’ market ever since.  It is now common for properties in town to sell within days and often with 

multiple offers and bidding wars. A few years ago our average time on market to sell a property was close to 1 year. So 

far in 2021 over half of the 106 properties that have settled had gone under contract in less than 2 weeks.  

         Here are some examples of how Rehoboth Beach prices of single family homes are changing: 

In 2018 there were 69 SF sales with 58 (84%) selling under $2M and 11 (16%) over $2M 

In 2020 there were 108 SF sales with 80 (74%) selling under $2M and 28 (26%) over $2M 

In 2021 there have been 66 sales YTD with 36 (55%) selling under $2M and 30 sales (45%) over$2M 

Prior to 2020 it was typical for us to have 50-60 single family homes on the market at any one time and we sold about 

that many each of those years. We currently have 7 single family homes for sale in town with only 3 of those listed   

under $3M. 

      Another way at looking at some of the price increases is to take a few examples of appreciation: 

 A home that sold in The Pines for $1,935,000 in 2015 just sold in October for $2,900,000:  49.1% increase in 6.5 

years 

A home that sold in South Rehoboth for $2,560,000 in April 2020 just resold in August 2021 for $3,150,000: a 23% 

increase in 16 months 

A home that sold in Country Club Estates for $730,000 in April 2020 and resold in July 2021 for $995,000:  a 36% 

increase in 15 months.   

A townhouse that sold in Encampment Grounds for $775,000 in July 2019 resold in September 2021 for 

$1,019,000:  a 31.5% increase in 22 months.                                                                                                                                   

In future issues of this newsletter we will look at condo and townhouse sales, as well as implications this                 

market may have on plans for your property.   

Randy Mason is an Associate Broker at Jack Lingo REALTOR, and a longtime member of RBHA.  He has been a top              

producing agent for 21 years. 

———————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

A Look At Real Estate Values in the City of Rehoboth Beach 

by Randy Mason 
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Two court cases ruled in City’s favor 

Superior Court recently issued a decision upholding the City of Rehoboth Board of Adjustment in two cases 
that challenged the interpretation of gross floor area (GFA) for commercial projects. The court upheld the 
BOA finding in both cases that decks, porches, balconies and stairways should be included in gross floor area 
calculations. Commissioners have since amended the zoning code to include a list of specific elements that 
are and are not included in Commercial GFA.  
 

The second case involves the development of the BeachWalk site (BayMart property on Forgotten Mile). 
After more than 5 years of litigation, the Court of Chancery issued an opinion concluding that the site will re-
quire major subdivision review by the Planning Commission. They had proposed 63 residences as a              
condominium on a single lot of 7.71 acres.  

City News Briefs 

City Planner Hired 

Rehoboth Beach has hired a city planner for the 
first time in its history, Thomas West, AICP.  West 
will provide plan review for any subdivision                
applications or projects requiring site plan review. 
He will work with the Planning Commission and 
also with the Board of Commissioners on zoning 
matters, especially the implementation of the long
-awaited Comprehensive Development Plan.  

Wilmington-Baltimore Avenue Streetscape Project 

Working with the Rossi Group and DelDOT, the City recently unveiled a streetscape concept plan for the first 
two blocks of Wilmington and Baltimore Avenues as well as adjacent blocks of First and Second Streets. The 
goals of the project are to improve pedestrian and bicycle safety and to enhance the ambience that supports 
commercial vitality in the city. Schematic drawings of the concepts and more information are available at:  

https://www.cityofrehoboth.com/government/current-city-projects/wilmingtonbaltimore-avenues-
streetscape.  

Comprehensive Development Plan 

The long-delayed 2020 Comprehensive Development 
Plan will now be the 2022 Plan. The City recently hired 
a new consultant, Wallace Montgomery, to complete 
the task that had been started with another firm. The 
schedule will be tight to get a final Plan approved by 
both the city and the state by July 2022. The               
Commissioners and the public will see a draft of the 
Plan for the first time on or about November 18. Citizen 
feedback is critical to assure that the City’s goals and 
objectives for the future match your expectations.  

If any member of the public would like to submit comments electronically, you can send them to Ann Womack as 
well, at least two (2) full business days prior to the meeting date to allow for proper distribution. 

City receives funds from the American Rescue Plan 

The City recently received $417,000 in Federal Covid relief funds, representing half of the funds we will     
receive this year and next. Following recommendations from city staff, the Commissioners voted to spend 
these funds in four areas: city-wide paving, storm sewer repairs, sewer line rehabilitation and water meter 
replacements.  

City Meetings are both virtual and live 

City meetings are still being conducted virtually until further notice. Public participation is welcome! You may 
participate virtually or you can attend in person in the Commissioners Room in City Hall. If you are not in 
attendance in person at a City meeting, and wish to speak you will need to pre-register with Ann Womack, 
City Secretary, at awomack@cityofrehoboth.com at least twenty-four (24) hours in advance of the meeting. 
The City will stream all meetings, for viewing live or on-demand. The Board of Commissioners meeting                
materials, including the "packet", are electronically accessible on the City's portal.                                                
https://cityofrehoboth.civicweb.net/Portal/  
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RBHA Supports Our Local Veterans through the Inaugural                    
Wreaths Across America Event 

Epworth Church Cemetery, Rehoboth Beach, December 18, 2021 

Contribute Today and Be Featured as a Founding Donor to this                  
Honorable Cause 

Each December, on National Wreaths Across America Day, organizations across the country conduct wreath-laying cer-
emonies at Arlington National Cemetery, as well as at more than 2,500 additional locations in all 50 U.S. states, at sea 
and abroad. The Wreaths Across America initiative is designed to express our appreciation to our veterans during the 
hustle and bustle of the holiday season.  

Rehoboth Beach Main Street and the Rehoboth Beach Homeowners’ Association are teaming together to participate in 
this initiative for the first time this year to honor our local heroes.  A short ceremony and the laying of wreaths at our 
veterans’ sites in Epworth Cemetery will take place on December 18, 2021 (See photo for illustration). 

If you would like to honor our local veterans, or have a veteran family member or loved one who is interred at      
Epworth, please sponsor a wreath and/or place one in their honor.  

 

There are several options to make a donation or to be a wreath sponsor.   Drop or mail a check to Rehoboth Beach 
Main Street, PO Box 50, 509 Rehoboth Avenue;  Or visit the WAA website at https://www.wreathsacrossamerica.org/, 
click on “Sponsor a Specific Cemetery”. Go to “Select Location to Support”, and type in Epworth Church Cemetery.  
Each wreath sponsorship is $15, and you may sponsor more than one or donate another amount.  

 

If you would like to place a wreath at a specific site, place a wreath on marked sites for the others who are not spoken 
for, or if you would like to volunteer to help in this important inaugural event, or have questions, contact us as soon as 
possible at  rehobothwreaths@gmail.com.  
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“It takes a lot of supportive partners to create a vibrant community. We so appreciate the                 
Rehoboth Beach Homeowners’ Association’s support of city employees and their wonderful                
generosity in providing gift cards for employees in this season of giving.” 
From City Manager Sharon Lynn regarding our Thank You Gifts provided to each City employee 
as an expression of our gratitude for their work throughout the year. 
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